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General comments 
 
There was an increased ent ry f igure this year compared to 2015 which was very 
pleasing. The ent ry has now doubled in the past  2 years. The standard of work 
presented this year by candidates was comparable to that  of last  year. All the 
candidates answered the required three quest ions and few if  any displayed signs of 
problems relat ing to t ime or rubric infringement .  
 
As with last  year, most  candidates tended to write about  or describe the 
topics/ characters/ events listed in the quest ion rather than focussing on the quest ion 
posed. It  appears that  candidates know their history of Bangladesh and can describe 
what  happened but  many are unable to explain and comment  on the importance of 
individuals or events. This pat tern was ref lected in most  answers. The content  
suggested in the quest ion is merely there to guide candidates rather than be 
prescript ive and few candidates used other knowledge. The most  popular quest ions 
were 1, 2 and 3. 
 
Comments on individual quest ions 
 
Quest ion 1 
 
There were a number of  good at tempts at  quest ion 1 in which candidates could 
explain the ways in which Bengal developed under the cont rol of Muslim leaders. 
Many answers tended to be descript ive with lit t le emphasis in the way of explanat ion 
of how the Turkish invasion, Sufis and the Bengal Sultanate cont ributed to Bengal 
coming under Muslim rule. However it  was not iceable this year that  there was a 
cohort  of candidates who were able to explain their answers well and as a result  
achieved very high marks. 
 
Quest ion 2 
 
Quest ion 2 was a popular quest ion that  again at t racted mainly narrat ive responses. 
The quest ion required candidates to explain why Islam Khan was able to gain cont rol 
of Bengal. Aspects suggested in the quest ion included the role of military tact ics, 
Dhaka and administ rat ion. Most  candidates described these aspects well but  there 
was lit t le explanat ion of  these or other aspects of their knowledge of the period. 
However again, there was a small group of candidates who clearly understood the 
importance of explanat ion and as a result  scored high marks. 
 
Quest ion 3 
 
This was also a popular quest ion on the way in which the Brit ish were able to take 
cont rol of Bengal between 1750 and 1800. The legislat ion required in the quest ion 
was well known but  most  responses were descript ive of these factors involved in 
taking cont rol of Bengal rather than addressing an explanat ion of these reasons. As a 
result  few candidates were able to score more than half  marks. 
 
Quest ion 4 
 
This was a somewhat  popular quest ion on the reasons why opposit ion to Brit ish rule 
grew between 1905 and 1919.  Although the detail of the role of the part it ion of 
Bengal, the Morley-Minto Reforms and the Government  of India Act  were well known, 
at tempts in relat ing these factors to the reasons why opposit ion grew were less good 
and as a result  good marks were very limited. 



 

 
Quest ion 5 
 
There were a few good at tempts at  this quest ion. Many candidates were able to 
describe the factors that  included the language Movement , Ekushey February and the 
1956 Pakistan Const itut ion but  few were able to explain how these factors were 
important  in the growing demands for self-government  in East  Pakistan during the 
1950s. 
 
Quest ion 6 
 
The role of Sheikh Muj ibur Rahman was well known with a good level of detail being 
displayed in candidates’  descript ion of him in the creat ion of Bangladesh between 
1971 and 1973. However few candidates were able to relate the other two given 
factors of the Bangladesh Const itut ion and the 1973 general elect ion to an 
explanat ion of their effect  in creat ing Bangladesh. 
 
Quest ion 7 
 
There were few or no at tempts at  quest ion 7, which was concerned with the ways 
that  media, music and educat ion have developed in Bangladesh since 1975.  
 
Quest ion 8 
 
Several candidates answered quest ion 8 on the importance of a number of factors in 
the development  of Bangladeshi culture and heritage. These stated factors included 
the inf luence of religion on architecture, folk literature and the Garo. Most  of the 
candidates could describe these factors in some detail but  very few were able to 
explain their importance in the development  of  Bangladeshi culture and heritage and 
as a result  no more than half  marks were scored for such answers. 
 
The overall impression given in this year’ s examinat ion is that  some Cent res have 
begun to inst il in their candidates the need to explain their answers as required by 
the quest ions, but  this t rend needs to be repeated by other Centres if  their 
examinat ion results in this subj ect  are to be improved.  
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